
From Mumbai to Schubert's 
world 
How the Indian Frazan Adil Kotwal sets out to 
become a professional singer. On July 14, he 
performs with the NWO
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REUTLINGEN. This is what it looks like when someone realizes his dream. An 
unlikely dream. In the home of Frazan Adil Kotwal in the Indian metropolis Pune the 
classical music was far away. And yet he has found her, studied as a baritone vocal 
in Stuttgart, appears on 14 July with the young orchestra of the Young Symphony 
(NWO) on. With the "Songs of Travel" by Ralph Vaughan Williams. "This is my 
story," explains Kotwal, "the story of a young man leaving to live his dream." 

We are sitting on the balcony of the couple Christel and Hans Dieter Guthörle in 
Storlach, whose foundation supports the young Indian. They finance his tuition, give 
him support. The view sweeps over the Albtrauf. Kotwal relates: In Pune, his father 
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has a transport company, and at home they listened to pop and Bollywood songs. 
Classical? No problem. At school, Kotwal had played in musicals like "A Christmas 
Carrol" and "Anatevka." "I was shy, I could be myself out on stage." His German, 
which he learned at the Goethe-Institut in India, is almost free of accents. He 
speaks eight languages. 

He loves language, so he studies journalism and mass media in Mumbai. "I wanted 
to immerse myself in everything in Mumbai," he recalls. By chance he gets into the 
concert of an English soprano with Indian roots. What kind of music is that? He 
speaks to the singer, she occasionally gives him some singing lessons; but above 
all, it is Youtube clips with which he trains his voice while studying. 

Masterclass in the Alps 

But Kotwal wants more. He rummages on the internet, encounters a master class. 
In Austria. There, where even this ominous Schubert lived, who composed these 
songs that go right to the heart. He gets a scholarship, travels to the Alps. His 
lecturer, the US singer Randall Scarlatta, is enthusiastic and encourages him. 

So he applies for singing studies in Manhattan, in Vienna. Gets the contract, wants 
to go to Vienna, but the Austrian authorities refuse the visa. Kotwal does not give 
up, is knocking on in Germany. "The entrance exams are much harder here," he 
moans. Music theory and ear training plague him. It works anyway, in Bremen, 
Berlin and Stuttgart. He chooses Stuttgart. And looks in the German Consulate in 
Mumbai in disbelieving faces, as he calls his career goal. So he sings. "In this 
cabin, through the glass." He gets his visa. 

Songs on the deathbed 

At the Stuttgart Music Academy, Professor Ulrike Sonntag takes him under her 
wing. It is she who alerts the Guthörle Foundation. Because Kotwal, whose family 
can not finance a second study, must always accept new jobs to pay the tuition fee 
of 1 500 euros per semester. He tears off cards in the Liederhalle, he cooks at the 
university. He sings for the seriously ill on the deathbed their favorite tunes. An 
intense experience: »It is the last music they hear for these people. Many have 
cried. I had to fight so as not to cry too, "he says. Studying is hard to imagine in all 
these jobs. 

Thanks to the support of the Guhörle Foundation, that is different now. Kotwal 
practices and performs in concerts. His dream of a professional career is within 
reach. It is important to him to give back some of this happiness. In addition to 
studying in Mumbai, he has repeatedly made projects with children in slums to 
teach them classical music. He dragged his friends in Mumbai in cinema 
transmissions from the Met. In Stuttgart, he has appeared in retirement homes and 
children's hospices. These performances have also touched him a lot. 

His professor Ulrike Sonntag convinced him to give masterclasses in India. In 
August this is to go in Pune and New Delhi on the stage. "The courses were full in 



four days," he beams. He is also involved in student representation, helping fellow 
students from abroad with problems as he had them. 

Maybe the social streak is related to his religion. His family belongs to the religious 
community of Zoroastrianism, which has its roots in Persia - from where several 
centuries ago Kotwal's ancestors came to India. At any rate, he needs to share his 
love of music. "I know that I still have a lot to learn, my technique is not perfect yet - 
but I sing with my heart." He also does that in concert with the NWO. (GEA) 
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